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to put to the Egyptians, which the Prime Minister could then put to 
his Cabinet and we could then put to the Egyptians. Then we could 
see whether there was any basis for a shuttle. 

I don't know if an interim solution is possible on the passes with you  
remaining there.  . . 
Prime Minister Rabin: I think many Israelis would be happy if they  
hear we are moving toward an overall settlement route.  

Secretary Kissinger: They don't know the problem! 

Prime Minister Rabin: Recalling the previous position developed by the 
United States on an overall settlement, the United States could have 
played a great role if it had not committed itself so specifically. 
President Johnson had said that the parties to the conflict had to be the 
parties to the peace. 

The President: I want to say to you, Mr. Prime Minister", and I want 
to make this clear, that for meto make an overall proposal without 
being specific would be meaningless. I would intend to be more definite 
and more specific than past President,s and I understand the difficulties 
that this might cause with the parties as well as at home domestically. 
For me to speak in generalities would be meaningless and not worthy 
of the Oval Office. I am willing to gamble with all of the parties and 
domestically if I think it would be constructive in holding the situation 
while we get to Geneva or wherever negotiations would take place. 
For me to talk platitudes is not my style and I do not believe it would 
be helpful. I would intend to be specific in what I would announce and 
that is the option and the other, of course" is the interim agreement. 

I believe Henry's suggestion is a good one" to see whether there is 
anything practical that could be worked out by the two of you. 

nT', 
Prime Minister Rabin [reluctantly]: I'll try. .,O
The President: You have to understand that perhaps an interim agree
ment is a better gamble but if it can't work, I have to take the other 
rO'l,lte.i'\nd Iwill be t5l1k in. terms o(.platitudes. I think 
you ought to see if you and Henry can come closer. ' I would certainly 
have to be specific on any overall view we expressed. 
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Prime Minister Rabin: I still believe, Mr. President, there is 
more time than you indicate. I agree that the last phase of a negotiation 
on an interim agreement should not start unless there is prior agree
ment on the details. And there is the Syrian problem and the relation 
to the time for an overall settlement. If we do not reach such an under
standing, we would find ourselves in a very difficult position. We have 
got to see the realities and Wp.at we are head~d for. 

Let's talk it over. 

The President: Good. 

[The President escorted the Prime Minister to his car.] 
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